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ABSTRACT

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The boy child of the 21st Century is faced with tremendous challenges which unless guarded, the society is losing
him. All children are future leaders of tomorrow and guardians of the future, and the first aim of every family and
society should be to raise healthy and productive individuals who are physically, psychologically, socially and
mentally well developed. These can be achieved through guidance and the education of the boy-Child who is the
father of tomorrow. The negligence of issues affecting the boy-child is apparent and evident in most discourse and

academic literature.

Access to education lies at the heart of development. Lack of educational access and securely acquired knowledge
and skills is both a part of the definition of poverty and a means for diminution. Quality education is influenced by
several factors which include access to education, retention rates, dropout rates and adequacy of instructional
resources (World Bank, 2005). The lack of access to secondary education is increasingly seen to constrain
countries’ abilities to pursue effective growth and development strategies which is leading governments and the
funding community to place increased emphasis on the expansion of secondary education (World Bank, 2005).

International reports such as Education for All global monitoring report (UNESCO, 2003), indicates that at the
national level, Kenya has virtually attained gender parity in enrolment at both primary and secondary education
levels. However, close scrutiny reveals that serious gender disparities in enrolment exist between regions as regards
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access, retention, completion, performance and transition. Despite the introduction of Free Primary Education and

other interventions, transition rates are still very low (Republic of Kenya, 2007).

Republic of Kenya (2005), report indicates transition rates for both boys and girls from primary to secondary
education has been identified by international community as a key measure towards education access for all.
Additionally, Sessional Paper no. 1 of 2005 notes that there are low rates in secondary sub-sector as a result of poor
transition from primary to secondary. Education Production Function attempts to relate input and output in
education sector. Education is viewed as an investment which utilizes resources from individuals and society and is

expected to yield output.

In Africa children are often needed to work on the family land and the loss of their labour is a cost to their parents,
even if paid employment in the ‘modern sector’ is not available. This propels parents not to educate their children
especially the boy-child so that they work for the family. Boy-child often engages in manual jobs, does not attend

schooling or when they do so they do not do very well due to roles they play in the family.

Furthermore, studies contend that more emphasis has been placed on girl-child education in many countries (EFA,
2000). This has led to back grounding of boy-child thus detrimental. According to the EFA (2000) continuous
lobbying and advocacy, and training to mainstream gender equity in the entire education system will have to be
intensified. Development of realistic gender sensitive benchmarks and indicators is a critical variable in achieving
EFA goals. Targeting of the girl-child, and in some instances the boy-child, is necessary if not essential for EFA.
This has led the boy child to be relegated at the periphery and thus endangered. This study focused on evaluation of
the impact of household characteristics on the performance of the boy child in Kenya Certificate of Secondary

Education in Murang’a County, Kenya
2.0 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

In Africa children are often needed to work on the family land and the loss of their labour is a cost to their parents,
since paid employment in the ‘modern sector’ is not available. This propels parents not to educate their children
especially the boy-child so that he work for the family. Boy-child often engages in manual jobs, does not attend
schooling or when they do so they do not do very well due to back grounding of boy-child thus detrimental
performance in the examinations. According to the EFA (2000) continuous lobbying and advocacy, and training to
mainstream gender equity in the entire education system will have to be intensified. Development of realistic
gender sensitive benchmarks and indicators is a critical variable in achieving EFA goals. Targeting of the girl-child,
and in some instances the boy-child, is necessary if not essential for EFA. This has led the boy child to be relegated
at the periphery and thus endangered. This sustained the researchers’ curiosity in this study to evaluate the impact
of household characteristics on the performance of the boy child in Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education in

Murang’a County, Kenya
3.0 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of the study was to evaluate the impact of household characteristics on the performance of the boy

child in Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education in Murang’a County, Kenya
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4.0. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

a. To find out how parent’s level of education affects the performance of the boy child in the Kenya
Certificate of Secondary education examination in Murang’a County
b. To assess how family socio-economic status influences the performance of the boy child in the Kenya
Certificate of Secondary education examination in Murang’a County
c. To find out how family size and composition impacts on the performance of the boy child in the Kenya
Certificate of Secondary education examination in Murang’a County
d. To establish how parental involvement affects the performance of the boy child in the Kenya Certificate of
Secondary education examination in Murang’a County
e. Toinvestigate how the level of education of other family member influences performance of the boy child
in the Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education in Murang’a County.
5.0 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
e How does the parents’ level of education affect the performance of the boy child in the Kenya
Certificate of Secondary education examination in Murang’a County?
o To what extent does the family socio-economic status affect the performance of the boy child in the
Kenya Certificate of Secondary education examination in Murang’a County?
o How does the family size and composition affect the performance of the boy child in the Kenya
Certificate of Secondary education examination in Murang’a County?
e What role does parental involvement play on the performance of the boy child in the Kenya Certificate
of Secondary Education examination in Murang’a County?
o What effect does the level of education of other family members have on the performance of the boy
child in the Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education in Murang’a County

6.0 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The trend of more boys dropping out of school impedes the achievement of Universal Education which is
Millennium Development Goal, number two that by 2015 ensure that all boys and girls alike complete schooling.
This examined the problems that hindered the boy child from achieving their dream as revealed in the completion
of secondary schools in Murang’a County identified the challenges to the achievement of education for all and
proposes positive actions for the mitigation of the situation. The study may equally be of great benefit to future
researchers undertaking studies in the field of the performance of the boy child. This is because the document
brought forth at the end of the study will ultimately contribute to the body of scholarly works in the field. The
recommendations made by the study may also contribute to the shaping of policy as regards the pertinent issues
affecting the performance of the boy child for the good of the education sector in the county and the country as a

whole.
7.0THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The study was guided by the production Function Theory proposed by Mace (1979). Production function describes

the relationship between output and input and is technically an economic relationship explaining the maximum
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amount of output capable of being produced by each and every set of specified input. Education in the context of
this theory is viewed as a productive activity that combines various input of capital and labour to transform one set
of input into another. For secondary schools, the emphasis is not only to ensure that the students join school but they
also perform well in the secondary school examination. The boys are investments from their households. A lot of
money is expended in school fees payment which is the input. There is thus need to know whether they perform
well in essence posting good outputs from the learning processes. In this context, the students that come out of any
level of education system being studied remain the only physical embodiment of output.

8.0 REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
8.1 HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

Income, assets and family structure are the main household characteristics identified in the literature that impact on
KCSE performance. Household wealth clearly determines a household’s ability to invest in the education of the
child. The likelihood of children good performance in exams depends on the level of opportunity costs incurred by

parents by them being in school (Appleton, 1991, cited in Bredie and Beeharry, 1998).

Children with greater opportunities to earn income are likely to be taken out of school and involved in work if

parents need additional income (Hanushek and Lavy, 1994).

Household structure is important because household resources are needed to pay for the education of children. In
the Ethiopian context, for example, Woldehanna et al. (2005) observed a negative relationship between birth order
and schooling, suggesting that younger children may be paying for the education of the older ones. In addition, it
has been observed that female-headed households, and households where mothers have more decision-making
power, tend to make decisions in favour of child schooling. When female decision-making power is combined with
higher maternal education levels, children are more likely to perform better (Holmes, 2003; Kabeer, 2003). The
distribution of decision-making power within the household is, therefore, important in determining children’s

performance.
8.2 Parents level of education and the performance of the boy child

The findings on parental education are mixed. First, children whose parents are educated are more likely to pass
well because they live in an environment which is usually more intellectually stimulating. Secondly, parents who
are more educated, may value education more than less educated parents which, in turn, influences the chances of a
child performing well and progressing in school . However, in addition to parental education, other factors such as
resource availability and high returns to schooling are also important in explaining children’s school performance.
For example, Hanushek and Lavy (1994) found that the impact of parental education on the probability of better

performance in developing countries was significant (Hanushek and Lavy, 1994).
8.3 Other family members level of education and the performance of the boy child

The education of other household members, besides the parents, also matters in determining final decisions about
children’s education. Charles et al. (2003) concluded that parental involvement in children’s education has a

powerful impact on their attainment and adjustment in education. Similarly, Escobal et al. (2005), in the case of
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Peru, found that the education levels of female adults in the family (not just the caregivers) was positively
associated with children’s educational outcomes. In addition, parental aspirations are important, because parents
may want their children to achieve high levels of education, independent of any economic return. Parents may
believe that education has a value in itself, as is the case for health (Alderman and King, 1998).

8.4 Family socio- economic status and the performance of the boy child

Children’s home background is also an important influence in school achievement (Olatunji, 1990). The study of
determinants of attainment must account for experiences in the home such as the household’s socio-economic
status, demographic structure, parental education levels and parents’ involvement in their children’s education

experience (Kutnick, 2000).

Behrman and Knowles (1999) in their research on Vietnam found a significant association between household
income, the age the child started school and exam scores in the last completed grade. The impact of income was

particularly significant in the case of boys (Brown and Park, 2002; Holmes, 2003)
8.5 Family size and composition and the performance of the boy child

In the case of family composition, being a member of a large family and belonging to a female-headed household
were found to have a negative influence on child achievement. Based on a review of empirical studies, King (1987),
quoted in Tilak (1989), found a persistently negative correlation between family size and children’s school
achievement. Children from smaller families tend to show better performance in school outcomes than those from

larger families.

Performance of children from female-headed households in the US to be significantly lower than that of children
from other households on various schooling outcomes, Shareen (2004) found that in rural Bangladesh the impact of
female-headed households on children’s education depended on their socio-economic status and pre-marital
circumstances. In a second stage regression, the study found that although children from households headed by
widows were 93 per cent more likely to work (compared to children from male-headed households), there was no
statistically significant effect of mother’s widowhood on any measure of schooling outcomes. Children from
households headed by married women, on the other hand, have significantly stronger schooling attainment than
children from male-headed households: they are 19 per cent more likely to have ever attended school, 8 per cent
more likely to be currently enrolled in school, and 41 per cent more likely to have finished at least two or more
years of school. Evidence of the importance of parental education in shaping children’s school performance is

mixed.
8.6 Parental involvement and the performance of the boy child

In Egypt, Hanushek and Lavy (1994) found that student performance was marginally, but positively, influenced by
the father’s educational level but that mother’s education did not play a significant role. However, in Ethiopia,
Sewnet (1995) found that family educational background was not important in explaining differences in
achievement, particularly in mathematical computing skills. Parental involvement, however, was found to be

important. Barnard (2004) studied the effects of parental involvement both in school and at home on the success
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indicators of children in school-based longitudinal data from Chicago. Controlling for other factors, Barnard found
that greater reported involvement of parents in elementary school was significantly associated with increased
on-time high school completion, and the highest grade completed by a student.

Similarly, Sentayehu (1998) studied the performance of 560 students from Ethiopian junior secondary schools,
based on their average records over four years, to investigate the impact of parenting style. He compared four
models of parenting style, namely authoritative, authoritarian, indulgent and neglectful. Although the performance
of students from homes with other styles of parenting was not significantly different, students with parents with an
authoritarian style showed significantly higher academic achievements than the others. Admasu (2004) also found
that the performance of high school students in Addis Ababa was significantly associated with parents’
involvement. The study showed a significant positive association between fathers’ involvement and students’

academic performance, regardless of the gender of students.
9.0 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND DESIGN

The research was guided by post-positivist theoretical perspective. Post-positivists believe that human knowledge
is not based on unchallenged, solidified foundations; but it is hypothetical. Nevertheless, they believe there are real
grounds for asserting these beliefs, although these warrants can be modified or withdrawn in the light of further

investigation (Crotty 1998).

Post-positivism assumes critical-realist ontology and an empiricist epistemology (Denzin & Lincoln 2003). Like its
earlier Positivist cousin, it posits a reality that is “out there” to be discovered, however, in contrast, the reality can
only be known imperfectly and within probability, not certainty as in the naive-realist position of Positivism.
Post-positivism postulates, like Positivism, that the universe is comprised of objective, constant objects and
structures that exist as observable entities, on their own, independent of the observer’s appreciation of them
(Denzin & Lincoln 2003). Factors such as attitude towards education, knowledge about the importance of

completion of school, among other things has been associated with retention and completion of school or lack of it.
9.1 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS OF THE STUDY
Household Characteristics

Most of the teachers had the perception that the households that the students came from affected their academic
performance. This was by virtue of the fact that the students derived their motivation and aptitude from their
parents. The parents’ education levels also came out as a critical factor in impacting on the students’ performance.
This is because the education levels determined their capacity in terms of ability to influence their children to work
hard.. In addition, parental aspirations are important, because parents may want their children to achieve high levels
of education, independent of any economic return. Parents may believe that education has a value in itself, as is the
case for health (Alderman and King, 1998). Behrman and Knowles (1999) in their research on Vietnam found a
significant association between household income , the age the child started school and exam scores in the last
completed grade. The impact of income was particularly significant. Barnard found that greater reported

involvement of parents in elementary school was significantly associated with increased on-time high school
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completion, and the highest grade completed by a student. Children from smaller families tend to show better

performance in school outcomes than those from larger families.
10.0 CONCLUSIONS OF THE STUDY

The study drew the following conclusions: The household characteristics equally came out as an integral and
critical factor in the students’ academic performance. This was driven by the fact that the students capacity to draw
inspiration from the parents and other household members inspired and influenced their capacities to perform. This
was a fact that had no definite difference from boys and girls as they both derived and drew inspiration from their

households that they came from.
11.0. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE STUDY

(1) The parents should be implored on how to guide and mentor their children on the essence of taking academic
work seriously. This may greatly aid and facilitate the student’s capacity in terms of having them grow and perform
well in the academic pursuits. This is because many students draw their core inspiration and motivation from

parents.

(2) The parents should thus continuously engage the students and provide them with a platform to grow their skills
and capacities especially so with a focus on the boy child. This is driven by the fact that current statistics show that

there have been many initiatives towards extolling the position of girl child.
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